vi                          Preface

to 1786 I was influenced successively by the
moires de la Margravine de Baireuth, the trenchant
Fr/cttric II et Marie-Thfrhe of the Due de Broglie,
the Politische Staatsschriften, Schafer's Der Sieben-
jahrige Krieg, von Arneth's Oesterreichische Gesch-
ichte, and Sorel's The Eastern Question in the
Eighteenth Century. Many of the battles in Saxony,
Brandenburg, Bohemia, and Silesia form the sub*
ject of monographs which it was interesting to study
on the field, sometimes with the aid of collections
of maps and plans preserved in the neighbourhood.

It would be impossible without a false pretence
of erudition to name more than a small portion
of the books to which some reference must be
made in writing of the rise of Prussia. Students
will recognise the debt that I owe to such well-
known works as those of Ranke, Droysen, Philippson,
Forster, Seeley, Tsaacsohn, Oncken, Vitzthum, Arch-
enholtz, and many more, as well as to the Essays
of Macaulay and Lord Mahon. My account of the
early history of Brandenburg is in part based on my
paper of April, 1901, in the Transactions of the
Royal Historical Society.

I offer my grateful thanks to Mr. G. H. Putnam
and to Mr. H. W. C. Davis for their counsel, to
Mr. G. H. M. Gray for minute scrutiny of the proof-
sheets, and to Messrs. Ernest and Harold Temperley,
my indulgent comrades in Silesia. To the latter
this book owes much at every stage.

W. F. R.
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